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ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 


FOR  THE  YEAR  1 962 


To:  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  Thirsk  Rural  District  Council. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

It  is  my  privilege  to  present  for  your  consideration  my  Annual 
Report  for  the  year. 

Statistics  are  set  out  on  the  following  pages  with  a  oomparison 
with  the  previous  year.  It  is  always  worth  while  drawing  attention 
to  the  fact  that  too  many  conclusions  should  not  be  drawn  from 
statistics  unless  they  are  based  on  a  sufficiently  large  number  of 
people  or  occurrences,  and  apart  from  those  figures  relating  to  the 
hazards  of  birth  and  early  life,  the  statistics  for  Thirsk,  1962 
call  for  little  comment.  1962  produced  more  than  its  share  of  infant 
deaths  for  the  third  year  running,  and  without  knowing  all  the  facts 
surrounding  each  of  these  infants,  it  is  obvious  that  in  only  two 
cases  was  early  death  inevitable.  Out  of  the  infant  deaths  it  is 
interesting  to  note  that  three  had  an  address  relating  to  a  caravan. 
Whilst  not  wishing  to  decry  the  advantages  of  caravaning,  it  is  in 
my  opinion,  not  a  suitable  dwelling  in  which  to  produce  offspring 
or  attempt  to  rear  them.  I  doubt  whether  these  families  live  in 
caravans  from  choice  and  hope  to  see  all  young  married  couples  housed 
satisfactorily  before  many  more  years  pass.  Inquiries  continue  to 
ascertain  factors  contributing  towards  infant  deaths  and  stillbirths 
and  it  may  well  be  there  is  no  single  solution. 

I  am,  Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 
Your  obedient  Servant, 

H.  GRAY,  M.D.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health 
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Area  of  district 


71 ,544  acres 

Estimated  population  Mid  1962  ..  ..  13,590 

Number  of  Houses  -  Privately  owned  ..  3,98l 

-  Council .  65O 

-  Crown  Property.  ..  31 8 

Rateable  Value  .  £157,709 

Product  of  a  Penny  Rate .  £600 

1961  1962 

Live  births  .  232  270 

Birth  rate/1,000  population .  17.5  19*9 

Corrected  birth  rate.  . .  .  1 8 . 9  21.5 

Illegitimate  live  births  were  13  representing  4.8$  of  total  live  births. 
Still  births  -  3»  Rate/1,000  live  and  still  births  -  11.0 

Total  live  and  still  births  . .  . .  -  273 

Infant  deaths  (deaths  under  1  year) . -  8 

Infant  Mortality  Rates  1 961 

Infant  deaths/1,000  live  births  .  30.7 

Infant  deaths  (England  and  Wales)  ..  ..  ..  21.6 

Legitimate  infant  deaths/1,000  legitimate  live  births  ..  ..  30.5 

Illegitimate  infant  deaths/1,000  illegitimate  live  births  ..  Nil 

Neonatal  mortality  rate  (deaths  under  4  weeks  per 

1,000  total  live  births)  ..  ..  . .  21.5 

Early  neonatal  mortality  rate  (deaths  under  1  week  per 

1,000  total  live  births)  . ••  17.2 

Perinatal  mortality  rate  (Still  births  and  deaths  under 

1  week  combined  per  1,000  total  live  and  still  births)  ..  42.0 

Maternal  Mortality  (including  abortion) 

Number  of  deaths .  Nil 

Rate/1,000  live  and  still  births..  ..  . .  ..  0.  ..  Nil 

Deaths  -  Male  Female  Total 


62 


1961 

To74 


1962 

29.6 

21.4 

31.2 

Nil 

25.9 

22.2 

33.0 

Nil 

Nil 

1962 

11.0 


Crude  death  rate/1 ,000  population. 
Corrected  death  rate  (Factor  1,01) 
England  and  Wales . 
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10.5  11.1 
12.0  11.9 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH  IN  THIRSK  RURAL  DISTRICT 


1961  1*1*2 
Male  Female  Male  Female 


1. 

Tuberculosis,  respiratory 

- 

- 

- 

— 

2. 

Tuberculosis,  other 

- 

1 

- 

- 

3. 

Syphilitic  diseases 

- 

- 

- 

- 

4. 

Diphtheria 

- 

- 

- 

- 

5. 

Whooping  cough 

- 

- 

- 

- 

6. 

Meningococcal  infections 

- 

- 

- 

- 

7. 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

- 

- 

- 

- 

8. 

Measles 

- 

- 

- 

- 

9. 

Other  infective  and  par.  diseases 

1 

- 

- 

- 

10. 

Malignant  neoplasm  -  stomach 

1 

- 

- 

2 

11. 

"  "  -  lung,  bronchus 

1 

- 

3 

- 

12. 

"  "  -  breast 

- 

2 

- 

2 

13. 

"  "  -  uterus 

- 

- 

- 

1 

14. 

Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasms 

5 

4 

6 

3 

15. 

Leukaemia,  aleukaemia 

- 

- 

1 

- 

16. 

Diabetes 

1 

- 

- 

3 

17. 

Vascular  lesions  of  the  nervous  system 

4 

12 

16 

10 

18. 

Coronary  diseases,  angina 

17 

13 

22 

15 

19. 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease 

- 

2 

2 

2 

20. 

Other  heart  diseases 

13 

12 

7 

15 

21. 

Other  circulatory  diseases 

3 

2 

6 

1 

22. 

Influenza 

- 

1 

- 

- 

23. 

Pneumonia 

4 

4 

4 

- 

24. 

Bronchitis 

8 

- 

3 

1 

LA 

CM 

Other  diseases  of  the  respiratory  system 

- 

1 

- 

1 

26. 

Ulcer  of  the  stomach  and  duodenum 

1 

- 

1 

- 

27. 

Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea 

- 

- 

1 

- 

28. 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis 

1 

1 

- 

- 

29. 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate 

- 

- 

1 

- 

30. 

Pregnancy,  childbirth  and  abortion 

- 

- 

- 

- 

31. 

Congenital  malformations 

1 

- 

2 

1 

32. 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 

7 

3 

12 

2 

33. 

Motor  vehicle  accidents 

6 

1 

- 

1 

34. 

All  other  accidents 

2 

- 

1 

2 

35. 

Suicide 

3 

■  - 

- 

- 

36. 

Homicide  and  operations  of  war 

TOTALS 

79 

59 

88 

62 
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Infant  Deaths 


Sex 


Age 


Cause  Registered 


M  3  days 

M  6  hours 

F  2  weeks 

M  2  days 

M  2  days 

M  3  days 

M  1-g-  days 

M  11  months 


Respiratory  failure. 

Atelectasis  Prematurity. 

Spina  bifida  Meningococle . 
Prematurity.  Rhesus  incompatibility. 
Asphyxia  neonatorum. 

Cerebral  haemorrhage. 

Prematurity. 

Broncho-pneumonia.  Nephrosis. 


Notifiable  Diseases 


The  following  cases  were  notified: - 


I960 

1961 

1962 

Pneumonia 

10 

8 

5 

Scarlet  fever 

11 

Nil 

1 

Dysentery 

9 

Nil 

Nil 

Whooping  cough 

7 

Nil 

Nil 

Food  Poisoning 

2 

1 

Nil 

Measles 

1 

195 

70 

Meningococcal  infection 

Nil 

1 

Nil 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 

1 

3 

1 

Ophthalmic  neonatorum 

Nil 

1 

- 

Puerperal  pyrexia 

Nil 

Nil 

1 

Again  the  table  calls  for  little  comment  except  to  point  out  that  those 
diseases  against  which  some  immunizing  procedure  is  available  have  virtually 
disappeared.  It  is  hoped  that  a  reliable  form  of  vaccination  against 
measles  will  be  found  soon.  The  virus  causing  measles  is  closely  related 
to  that  which  causes  distemper  in  dogs,  and  whilst  it  is  possible  to  have 
puppies  vaccinated  against  this,  as  yet  a  safe  vaccine  for  infants  is  not 
available . 

Water  Supplies 

The  major  supply  is  from  the  Thirsk  Water  Company,  with  the  Ryedale 
Joint  Water  Board  supplying  the  remainder.  Frequent  sampling  is  carried 
out  of  both  supplies.  64  samples  were  taken  from  public  supplies  and  all 
proved  satisfactory. 

None  of  the  water  in  thejarea  is  plumbo  solvent,  indeed  the  Ryedale 
supply  is  so  heavily  loaded  with  lime  salts  that  some  difficulty  has  arisen 
in  the  hot  water  supply  system  in  houses  where  a  change  to  their  supply 
has  taken  place. 

Sewerage  / 

Apart  from  the  commencement  of  a  scheme  for  Bagby,  there  has  been  no 
material  progress  in  the  provision  of  proper  sewerage  for  the  remaining 
parishes. 


(5) 


GENERAL  PROVISIONS  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES  FOR  THE  BULMER  AREA 


Many  of  the  health  services  carried  out  by  the  County  Council  as  Local 
Health  Authority  are  administered  by  the  Area  Health  Sub-Committee  which  meets 
at  Easingwold.  The  District  councils  which  make  up  the  Bulmer  Area  are 
represented  on  this  committee  together  with  co-opted  members.  Your  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  has  responsibility  for  the  day  to  day  working  of  these 
services.  An  area  office  is  situated  at  the  centre  of  the  area  in  Easingwold. 

Public  Health  Offices. 


Details  of  these  offices  are  listed  at  the  beginning  of  this  report. 
Laboratory  Facilities. 

The  Public  Health  Laboratory  at  Northallerton  carry  out  bacteriological 
examination  of  milk,  water  and  ice-cream,  and  assist  in  the  investigation  of 
infectious  disease.  Hospital  laboratories  provide  a  service  which  is  used  by 
general  practitioners.  The  Laboratory  of  the  River  Board  at  Leeds  is  helpful 
in  the  examination  of  sewage  effluents. 

Ambulance . 

Stations  are  situated  at  Haxby  and  Thirsk,  the  Thirsk  station  is  not 
manned  after  10  p.m.  but  men  on  stand-by  duty  are  available  from  there  at 
night,  being  called  via  Northallerton.  There  is  close  co-operation  with  the 
York  City  service  in  emergency  and  with  the  West  Riding  station  at  Ripon. 

Radio  communications  between  ambulances  and  stations  makes  for  economy  and 
efficiency  but  the  mileage  run  grows  year  by  year.  Cases  transported  to  out¬ 
patient  departments  provide  the  bulk  of  the  use  of  the  service. 

District  Nurses  etc. 

In  the  more  populous  parts  of  the  area  health  visiting  is  carried  out 
by  full  time  visitors,  but  in  the  more  rural  parts,  owing  to  the  distances 
involved  it  is  still  the  County  Council  policy  to  combine  the  duties  of  health 
visiting,  district  nursing  and  midwifery  in  the  one  person.  There  is  a  trend 
for  married  nurses  to  undertake  part  time  work,  and  where  this  is  possible 
such  nurses  are  used  to  provide  proper  relief  to  the  full  time  staff  for  off 
duty  and  holidays,  thus  avoiding  the  need  for  one  nurse  attempting  to  cover 
two  areas  at  one  time. 


Staff  in  post  are  as  follows:™  Full  time  health  visitors  -  5 

Nurses  carrying  out 
generalised  duties  -  10 

Home  nurse s/Midwives  -  7 

Relief  and  part  time  staff  -  5 


There  is  a  growing  tendency  for  nurses  to  work  in  ever  closer  co-operation 
with  the  general  practitioners.  Many  doctors  are  arranging  special  weekly 
surgeries  to  see  expectant  mothers  with  the  nurse-midwife  in  attendance.  She 
assists  with  the  examination,  helps  the  patient  to  carry  out  advice,  is  able 
to  see  to  the  many  arrangements  connected  with  the  confinement  in  the  home. 

In  some  cases  this  arrangement  has  extended  to  an  infant  welfare  session  held 
at  the  doctor's  surgery.  A  health  visitor  attends  weekly  sessions  of  the  chest 
clinic  at  Northallerton  and  York  and  one  nurse  the  Almoner's  department  at  the 
York  County  Hospital  each  week  to  act  as  liaison  between  the  hospital  and  local 
authority. 
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Vaccination  and  Immunisation 


Bulmer  area  -  total  population . 

No.  of  live  births  in  area . 

No.  of  children  vaccinated  against  smallpox  (primary) 
No.  of  children  immunised  against  diphtheria  (primary) 
No.  of  children  immunised  against  diphtheria  (booster) 
No.  of  children  immunised  against  whooping  cough  .. 


1961 

1962 

58,290 

60,270 

1 ,044 

1,146 

661 

1 ,676 

1,120 

970 

589 

388 

1,083 

1,109 

The  slight  fall  in  the  number  of  children  immunised  against  diphtheria 
is  an  after-effect  of  the  change  in  the  type  of  antigent  used  together  with 
the  variation  in  age  at  which  it  is  given.  In  1961  the  effect  of  this  was 
to  cause  more  children  to  be  immunised  than  were  born.  The  enormous  rise 
in  the  numbers  of  children  vaccinated  against  smallpox  was  the  result  of  a 
sudden  demand  by  the  public  following  an  outbreak  in  the  West  Riding.  The 
Minister  of  Health  has  given  a  lead  in  the  controversy  about  the  value  of 
infant  vaccination  by  suggesting  that  this  procedure  should  be  deferred 
until  the  second  year  of  life  when  complications  and  untoward  effects  can 
be  expected  to  be  minimal. 


Most  children  immunised  since  1961  will  have  the  benefit  of  immunity 
against  tetanus  and  as  the  proportion  of  children  actively  protected  against 
tetanus  rises,  the  dilemma  which  faces  doctors  when  presented  with  an  injured 
child  whether  or  not  to  give  serum  will  be  resolved.  A  simple  harmless 
"booster"  injection  will  be  adequate,  without  the  risk  of  serious  after 
effects. 

Almost  no  polio  vaccine  of  the  injection  type  was  used  during  the  year, 
the  oral  vaccine  has  proved  safe  and  easy  and  quick  to  administer.  One 
case  of  clinical  poliomyelitis  occurred  during  the  year  in  a  child  who  had 
had  four  injections  of  old  type  vaccine.  Investigation  failed  to  prove  that 
the  illness  was  in  fact  duo  to  the  polio  virus.  Happily  the  child  made  a 
complete  recovery  from  the  transient  paralysis. 

Welfare  Foods 

National  Dried  Milk,  orange  juice,  cod  liver  oil  and  vitamin  tablets 
continue  to  be  sold  by  many  shop-keepers  who  provide  this  service  on  a 
voluntary  basis.  By  doing  so  the  Authority  is  enabled  to  carry  out  its 
duties  at  virtually  no  cost  to  the  rate-payer,  and  an  expression  of  gratitude 
to  these  people  for  their  help  is  timely.  These  foods  are  also  available 
at  the  various  welfare  centres  in  the  area.  During  the  previous  year  the 
prices  of  these  items  was  increased  bringing  them  more  into  line  with 
proprietary  brands.  There  has  been  a  consequent  rise  in  sales  of  these 
proprietary  foods  and  supplements  at  welfare  centres  and  a  general  fall  in 
sales  of  the  National  products. 


Domestic  Help  Service 


This  service  continues  to  grow  and  for  the  first  time  a  Family  Help  was 
provided  to  give  whole -time  care  to  a  family  in  need. 


Cases  Helped 

Maternity  . 

Tuberculosis  . . 
Chronic  sick,  aged  etc. 
Others . 

Hours  worked 


1961 

1962 

16 

20 

106 

118 

15 

9 

19,891 

24,501 
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An  average  of  45  part  time  helps  are  employed  equivalent  to  about 
12  full  time  employees. 

Care  and  After  Care 


Equipment  is  available  for  patients  nursed  at  home  ranging  from  disposable 
under-pads  for  incontinent  patients  to  hydraulic  lifts.  Although  cases  of 
tuberculosis  tend  to  be  soon  cured  and  return  to  work  early,  there  is  a  number 
of  patients  who  receive  over  a  long  period  a  pint  of  milk  free  on  the 
recommendation  of  the  chest  physician. 

Children  unable  to  attend  school  on  account  of  mental  subnormality 
attend  a  day  occupation  centre  in  York  or,  by  arrangement  with  York  * B 1 
Hospital  Management  Committee  are  brought  daily  to  the  school  at  Claypenny 
Hospital.  Unfortunately  there  is  no  similar  provision  for  day  attendance 
in  the  northern  part  of  the  area. 

Health  Education 

oh 

Most  of  the  work  done  in  this  field  is  iso  a  personal  basis.  Doctors, 
nurses  public  health  inspectors  play  a  part.  Visual  aids,  posters,  leaflets, 
a  film  projector,  movie  and  still,  are  available  and  used.  As  an  experiment, 
an  experienced  health  visitor  has  joined  the  teaching  staff  at  a  large 
school  in  the  area  for  one  session  weekly,  and  a  course  of  lecture  -  discus¬ 
sions  are  held  with  senior  girls  on  various  aspects  of  health  and  hygiene. 

The  experiment  has  been  very  successful. 

Care  Committee 


With  the  decrease  in  hardship  caused  by  tuberculosis,  and  other  agencies 
particularly  the  National  Assistance  Board  helping  financially  those  cases 
of  need  arising  from  illness  the  scope  of  the  Care  Committee  has  gradually 
declined.  On  the  other  hand  its  venture  into  the  provision  of  a  chiropody 
service  has  worked  well  during  the  year.  The  clinic  programme  has  suffered 
only  slight  modification.  The  chiropody  service  is  greatly  appreciated  by 
the  elderly  not  only  from  the  benefits  obtained  from  skilled  attention  to 
the  feet,  but  it  is  an  event  in  the  life  of  some  of  the  elderly  people  to 
be  taken  by  car  by  a  voluntary  helper  to  the  centre  to  be  given  a  cup  of  tea 
whilst  there,  to  meet  others  and  then  be  returned  home. 
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ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR 


FOR  THE  YEAR  1962 


To:  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  Thirsk  Rural  District  Council. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  pleasure  to  present  a  report  on  the  work  done  by  the 
Council  in  carrying  out  its  duties  as  Public  Health  Authority  during 
the  year  ending  December,  1962. 

Good  progress  was  made  on  new  housing  and  sewerage  schemes,  both 
major  issues. 

The  opening  up  of  the  Sutton  Road  site  will  enable  a  start  to 
be  made  on  the  final  clearance  of  all  the  remaining  slums  in  the  town 
area. 

The  acceptance  of  tenders  for  sewerage  schemes  in  three  large 
villages  is  the  first  step  towards  the  abolition  of  such  nuisances 
as  fouled  ditches,  cesspools,  etc.,  and  will  also  enable  the  properties 
served  to  be  brought  up  to  present  day  standards  of  repair  and  amenity. 

I  am,  Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

R.  M.  SHARPHOUSE, 

Public  Health  Inspector  and 
Surveyor 
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WATER 

The  larger  part  of  the  area,  including  Thirsk  township  itself,  is 
supplied  by  the  Thirsk  District  Water  Company.  The  southern  end  of  the 
area  is  supplied  from  sources  under  the  control  of  the  Ryedale  Joint  Water 
Board.  There  are  also  some  small  villages  in  the  area  with  'parish'  supplies, 
namely  Howe,  Upsall  and  Kepwick,  which  are  controlled  by  private  individuals 
but  periodically  tested  to  protect  public  health. 

The  Water  Company  water  is  mixed  'upland  surface'  and  spring  supply, 
with  a  total  hardness  of  103  parts  per  million  (moderately  hard).  The 
water  supplied  to  the  southern  end  of  the  district  by  the  Ryedale  Board 
is  from  an  underground  source  and  the  hardness  is  240  parts  per  million 
(hard) . 

Regular  sampling  is  carried  out  by  the  Public  Health  Department,  the 
specimens  being  submitted  to  the  North  Riding  Public  Health  Laboratory  for 
bacteriological  examination. 

It  is  my  opinion  that  periodic  sampling  of  public  water  supplies  for 
chemical  analysis  would  be  a  justifiable  expense,  as  a  supplement,  of  course, 
to  the  invaluable  free  service  provided  by  the  Public  Health  Laboratory. 
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Dwellings  and  population  served  by  water  mains 


Parish 

Direct 

to  houses 

By  standpipes 

Supplier 

Houses 

Approx. 

popul. 

Houses 

Approx. 

popul. 

Ainderby  Quernhow 

21 

81 

— 

R.J .W.B, 

Bagby 

84 

235 

- 

- 

Rf,J <  W*B. 

Balk 

12 

47 

— 

- 

R.J, W.B. 

Birdforth 

9 

37 

— 

— 

R .  J .  W .  B . 

Boltby 

45 

130 

- 

- 

T.D. W.C. 

Carlton  Miniott 

1?8 

520 

1 

4 

T.D. W.C. 

Catton 

14 

40 

— 

- 

T.D, W.C. 

Cowesby 

25 

63 

- 

- 

Private 

Dalton 

85 

271 

- 

- 

R.J .W.B. 

Ellenthorpe 

9 

39 

- 

- 

R .  J .  W .  B . 

Eldmire-w-Crakehill 

8 

30 

- 

- 

R.J .W.B. 

Fawdington 

4 

15 

- 

- 

R.J. W.B. 

Felixkirk 

26 

88 

- 

- 

T.D. W.C. 

Holme 

16 

49 

— 

- 

R.J, W.B. 

Howe 

10 

48 

- 

- 

Private 

Humber ton 

12 

38 

— 

- 

R.J. W.B. 

Hutton  Sessay 

25 

65 

- 

- 

R.J  «W.B. 

Kepwick 

33 

89 

- 

- 

T .  D .  W .  C . 

Kilburn 

76 

215 

- 

- 

R.J. W.B. 

Kirby  Hill 

37 

123 

- 

- 

R.J .W.B. 

Kirby  Knowle 

19 

59 

- 

- 

Private 

Kirby  Wiske 

35 

96 

2 

12 

T.D. W.C. 

Knayton-w-Brawith 

96 

285 

- 

- 

R.J .W.B. 

Langthorpe 

127 

398 

- 

- 

R.J .W.B, 

Maunby 

48 

121 

- 

- 

T .  D .  W .  C . 

Milby 

20 

76 

- 

- 

R.J .W.B. 

Newby  Wiske 

Newshara-w- 

49 

152 

— 

— 

T.D. W.C. 

Breckenbrough 

28 

89 

4 

16 

T.D. W.C. 

Nor ton-le -Clay 

29 

100 

- 

- 

R .  J .  W .  B . 

North  Kilvington 

11 

38 

- 

- 

T.D. W.C. 

Pickhill -w-Roxby 

82 

272 

- 

- 

R.J .W.B. 

Sandhutton 

59 

177 

- 

- 

T.D. W.C. 

Sessay 

71 

213 

- 

- 

R.J. W.B. 

Sinderby 

30 

80 

- 

- 

R.J. W.B. 

Skipton 

22 

72 

1 

4 

T.D. W.C. 

South  Kilvington 

67 

170 

.  - 

- 

T.D. W.C. 

South  Otterington 

97 

305 

2 

7 

T.D. W.C. 

Sowerby 

Sutton-under- 

841 

2432 

3 

12 

T.D. W.C. 

Whitestonecliffe 

84 

220 

- 

- 

R.J. W.B. 

Thirkleby 

66 

209 

- 

- 

R.J. W.B. 

Thirlby 

22 

62 

- 

- 

T.D. W.C. 

Thirsk 

917 

2814 

3 

12 

T.D. W.C. 

Thornbrough 

1 

4 

- 

- 

T.D. W.C. 

Thornton  Bridge 

14 

53 

- 

- 

R.J. W.B. 

Thornton-le -Moor 

95 

297 

- 

- 

T.D. W.C. 

Thornton-le -Street 

33 

95 

— 

- 

T.D. W.C. 

Topcliffe 

346 

1181 

- 

- 

T.D. W.C. 

Upsall 

24 

91 

- 

Private 

Total 

4058 

12384 

16 

67 

(R.J. 

W.B.  = 

Rye dale  Joint 

Water 

Board) 

(t.d. 

w.c.  = 

Thirsk  District  Water  Company) 
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HOUSING 


Four  houses  were  completed  in  the  village  of  Sandhutton,  which  enabled 
the  unfit  dwellings  there  to  be  vacated  and  demolished. 

A  further  five  bungalows  were  built  on  the  Norby  estate,  also  a  house  ' 
and  shop. 

A  contract  was  signed  in  September  for  the  erection  of  62  houses  and 
29  garages  on  the  site  adjoining  the  Hambleton  Place  estate,  this  being  the 
first  phase  of  a  programme  to  ultimately  build  over  130  houses  and  bungalows. 

The  Contractor  entered  onto  the  site  in  June,  and  by  the  year  end  the 
site  works  (roads  and  sewers)  were  well  advanced  and  a  start  had  been  made 
on  all  the  houses. 

These  houses  should  enable  all  occupants  of  unfit  dwellings  scheduled 
for  demolition  or  closure  to  be  re-housed. 

In  January  tenders  were  accepted  for  the  erection  of  the  Communal  Hall 
at  Norby,  the  completion  of  which  should  provide  a  further  amenity  for  the 
old  people  living  nearby.  The  three  maisonettes  above  the  Hall  were  provided 
with  under-floor  electric  heating  as  an  experiment,  all  fireplaces  being 
omitted. 

Progress  was  made  with  the  planning  of  sites  at  Carlton  Miniott  (26 
houses),  Dalton  (8  houses),  and  Topcliffe  ( 1 2  bungalows),  the  latter  on  the 
site  of  condemned  properties. 

During  the  year  69  private  houses  were  built,  the  highest  number  since 
the  war,  and  in  addition  plans  were  passed  for  improvements  to  79  houses. 

All  this  making  a  useful  contribution  to  the  improvement  of  general  housing 
standards  in  the  area. 

Action  under  the  Housing  Acts  proceeded  steadily,  and  in  anticipation 
of  houses  becoming  available  on  the  Sutton  Road  site  the  Council  made  the 
Piper  Lane  Clearance  Order  and  submitted  it  for  confirmation. 

A  survey  was  made  of  an  area  in  Sowerby  which  contained  a  high  proportion 
of  unfit  houses  with  a  view  to  Clearance  Area  proceedings. 
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Orders  prohibiting  use  for  human  habitation  were  made  on  12 
houses.  Demolition  Orders  were  rescinded  on  7  houses  on  satisfactory 
completion  of  improvements. 

Statement  A  with  this  section  of  the  report  shows  the  disposition 
of  Council  houses  throughout  the  area,  the  type  of  houses,  and  the  date 
of  completion. 

Statement  B  shows  in  tabular  form  the  results  of  action  taken  in 
regard  to  unfit  houses,  and  is  compiled  from  the  returns  (Form  P.13  (hsg.)) 
which  is  submitted  quarterly  to  the  Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local  Government. 

Statement  C  shows  the  number  of  improvement  grants  approved,  the 
Council  allowing  up  to  the  maximum  (£400)  on  Discretionary  Grants 
schemes  during  the  year. 


(l 


3) 


Statement  A 


Parish  Council  Houses 


Bedrooms 


Total 

2 

3 

4 

Buns 

Built 

Ainderby  Quernhow 

8 

3 

2 

1 

P.W. 

2 

51 

Carlton  Miniott 

8 

6 

2 

51 

Dalton 

12 

9 

3 

55 

Kilburn 

4 

3 

1 

49 

Kirby  Hill 

8 

6 

2 

50 

Knayton 

6 

2 

49 

4 

60 

Langthorpe 

24 

10 

6 

P.W. 

4 

50 

4 

58 

Newby  Wiske 

5 

1 

4 

P.W. 

Pickhill 

6 

5 

1 

53 

Sandhutton 

4 

4 

62 

Sessay 

4 

3 

1 

53 

South  Kilvington 

8 

4 

P.W. 

4 

61 

South  Otterington 

8 

2 

P.W. 

4 

2 

49 

Sowerby 

134 

20 

37 

19 

14 

P.W. 

4 

9 

3 

46 

10 

1 

52 

4 

9 

4 

53 

Thirkleby 

4 

3 

1 

51 

Thirsk 

349 

12 

42 

14 

6 

48 

8 

14 

3 

52 

5 

53 

26 

32 

16 

54 

4 

56 

12 

41 

11 

57 

2 

31 

9 

58 

2 

15 

3 

16 

59 

4 

60 

10 

5 

61 

1 

5 

62 

Thornton-le -Moor 

9 

6 

49 

3 

60 

Topcliffe 

46 

8 

P.W. 

6 

46 

/ 

2 

3 

1 

53 

10 

13 

3 

55 

Total 

647 

106 

362 

117 

62 
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Statement  B 


A.  Houses  Demolished 
In  Clearance  Areas 


Houses 

Displacements 

Demolished 

Persons 

Families 

(1) 

(2) 

Houses  unfit  for  human  habitation. . 

Houses  included  by  reason  of  bad 

- 

- 

- 

(3) 

arrangement,  etc.  ..  . . 

Houses  on  land  acquired  under 

Not 

(4) 

Section  435  (2)  Housing  Act,  1957  •• 

in  Clearance  Areas 

as  a  result  of  formal  or  informal 
procedure  under  Section  17(1 ) 

(5) 

Housing  Act,  1957  . 

Local  Authority  owned  houses 
certified  unfit  by  the  Medical 

7 

10 

3 

(6) 

Officer  of  Health  . 

Houses  unfit  for  human  habitation 
where  action  has  been  taken  under 

(7) 

local  Acts  . 

Unfit  houses  included  in  Unfitness 

*" 

‘ 

B. 

(8) 

Orders  . 

Unfit  Houses  Closed 

Under  Sections  1 6 ( 4) ,  17(1 )  and 

(9) 

35(1)i  Housing  Act,  1957 . 

Under  Sections  17(3)  and  26  Housing 

3 

15 

3 

(10) 

Act,  1957 . 

Parts  of  Buildings  closed  under 

Section  l8,  Housing  Act,  1957* 

- 

- 

- 

C. 

Unfit  Houses  rro.de  fit  and  Houses  in  which  defects 

were  remedied 

By  Owner 

By  Local 

Authority 

(11) 

After  informal  action  by  Local 
Authority . 

38 

(12) 

After  formal  notice  under 

(a)  Public  Health  Acts . 

(b)  Sections  9  and  16  Housing 

- 

- 

Act,  1957 . 

1 

(13) 

Under  Section  24,  Housing  Act,  1957 

- 

1 
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Statement  C 


Discretionary  (Improvement)  Grants 


Number 

Approved 

Amount 
of  grant 


1952 

1953 

1954 

1955 

1956 

1957 

1 

3 

18 

69 

45 

48 

CO 

CO 

CM 

£602 

£4,772 

£15,586 

£10,085 

£10,974 

Number 

Approved 

Amount 
of  grant 


1958 

1959 

i960 

1961 

1962 

59 

36 

60 

37 

21 

£13,098 

£8,097 

£17,677 

£9,601 

£5,498 

Standard  Grants 

There  were  25  applications  approved  for  the  provision  of  the  following 
amenities  compared  with  19  in  1961:- 


Internal  Water  Closets . 24 

Baths . 20 

Wash-basins . 20 

Hot  Water  Systems . 20 

Foodstores  . .  . .  . .  8 
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FOOD  HYGIENE 


The  number  of  premises  in  this  area  concerned  with  the 
preparation,  treatment  or  storage  of  food  is  as  follows :- 

Grocers  shops  .  45 

Greengrocers  , .  . .  .  „  5 

Confectioners  .  6 

Bakehouses.  .  5 

Wet  fish  shops. .  1 

Fried  fish  shops  .  6 

Butchers  ..  13 

Cafes . .  . .  .  . .  12 

Licenced  premises  .  52 

Slaughterhouses . 4 

Ice-cream  manufacturers  . .  . .  1 

Market  stalls  (approx.)  .  12 

Mobile  shops  (approx.)  .  15 

Poultry  processing  factories  .  2 

FOOD  HYGIENE  REGULATIONS 

Routine  supervision  of  these  premises  was  carried  out  as  far 
as  possible,  the  results  of  the  inspections  being  as  follows: - 

Number  of  inspections  made  .  29 

Number  of  premises  found  not  to  comply  .  5 

Number  of  defects  . .  8 

Number  remedied .  4 
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MEAT  INSPECTION 


For  all  practical  purposes  a 

100%  inspection 

service 

has  been 

carried 

out.  Details  and  results 

of  inspection 

are  shown 

in  tabular  form. 

Cattle 

excluding 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs  Horses 

No.  Slaughtered 

6l4 

- 

3 

1567 

937 

- 

No.  Inspected 

614 

- 

3 

1567 

937 

- 

All  diseases  except 
Tuberculosis  and 
Cysticerci: 

Whole  carcases 
condemned . 

- 

- 

- 

1 

2 

- 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was 
condemned . 

18 

. 

Percentage  diseased  other 
than  Tuberculosis  or 
Cysticerci . 

2.09 

- 

- 

.06 

.21 

- 

Tuberculosis  only: 

Whole  carcases 
condemned . 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was 
condemned . 

1 

. 

2 

Percentage  affected  with 
Tuberculosis  . . 

.16 

- 

- 

- 

.21 

- 

Cystiscercosis:  No  evidence  found 


Weight  of  unsound  meat  voluntarily  surrendered.. 
Weight  of  tinned  foods  voluntarily  surrendered. . 


5  cwts.  7  lbs. 

2  cwts.  37  lbs. 


/ 
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ICE-CREAM 


The  Council  has  a  duty  to  keep  a  register  of  premises  manufacturing 
or  selling  ice-cream. 

There  is  only  one  manufacturer  in  the  area,  where  the  ice-cream 
is  produced  by  the  'hot-mix'  method.  Specimens  of  the  product  were 
submitted  to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  and  found  quite  satisfactory. 

There  are  also  35  vendors  of  pre-packed  ice-cream. 

MILK 

The  milk  supplied  in  the  area  is  a  bottled  designated  milk,  chiefly 
produced  outside  the  area  and  delivered  daily  by  lorry  to  the  respective 
dealers'  premises,  the  empty  bottles  being  returned  for  cleansing. 

By  virtue  of  the  Milk  (Special  Designation)  Regulations,  I960, 
the  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  and  Food  is  responsible  for  the 
licencing  of  producer/retailers  and  the  North  Riding  County  Council  is 
the  licencing  authority  for  retailers  (only)  of  milk. 


RODENT  CONTROL 


A  synopsis  in  tabular  form  of  the  inspections  and  treatments  is 
given  below: - 


Type  of  Property 


Total 

Local 

Authority 

Houses 

Business 

Agricul¬ 

tural 

Inspections 

2913 

456 

1245 

687 

525 

Treatments: - 

Rats 

129 

17 

33 

36 

43 

Mice 

14 

- 

6 

5 

3 

Council  properties,  especially  the  refuse  tip  and  main  sewer  net¬ 
work,  were  kept  under  strict  supervision  and  given  regular  treatment. 
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SEWERAGE 


A  scheme  for  the  village  of  Bagby  was  commenced  towards  the  end  of 
the  year. 

Contracts  were  entered  into  for  the  construction  of  schemes  for  the 
villages  of  Ainderby  Quernhow,  Sinderby,  Pickhill  and  Holme -on-S wale. 

Altogether  some  200  houses  will  be  served  by  the  new  sewers  in  these 
villages,  and  a  start  can  be  made  on  the  improvement  of  the  dwellings 
concerned. 

It  is  my  personal  opinion  that  the  laying  of  6"  sewers  in  the  larger 
villages  is  a  short-sighted  policy,  though  engineering  calculations  may 
prove  the  adequacy  of  such  pipes  for  the  immediate  need. 

A  larger  pipe,  though  slightly  more  costly,  is  less  liable  to  stoppage, 
facilitates  connections,  and  could  possibly  be  utilized  in  some  future 
(admittedly  distant)  scheme  for  the  water  carriage  of  household  refuse. 
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The  present  state  as  regards  schemes  in  the  various  villages  in  the 


area  is  as  follows 


(ft) 

schemes 

already 

provided 

Thirsk 

Sowerby 

Carlton  Miniott 

Sandhutton 

Kilvington 

Catton 

Howe 

Kirby  Knowle 


C&>  cc) 

existing  facilities 

considered  eatinfaotory  sewerage  facilities 
for  time  being_ required 

Birdforth  +Ainderby  Quernhow 

Kepwick  +Bagby 

Thornton  Bridge  Balk 

Upsall  Boltby 

Thornton-le-Street  Cowesby 

+Dalton 

Felixkirk 

+Holme 

Hutton  Sessay 
Kilburn 
+Kirby  Hill 
* Kirby  Wiske 

*  Knayton 
+Langthorpe 

*  Maunby 
♦Newby  Wiske 

Newsham 

*  Norton-le-Clay 
+Pickhill 
+Sessay 
+Sinderby 

Skipton 

♦South  Otterington 

*  Sutton-under- 

Whitestonecliffe 

*  Thirkleby 
Thirlby 

*  Thornton-le-Moor 
+Topcliffe 

NOTE: 

+  Villages  where  schemes 
are  actually  contracted 
for. 

*  Villages  where  schemes 
are  in  an  advanced  stage 
of  preparation. 


Approximate  populations  served 

(a)  (b)  (c) 

5,800  140  3,067 
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PUBLIC  CLEANSING 


The  Council  continued  to  give  a  complete  refuse  collection  service 
throughout  its  area,  dustbins  being  emptied  weekly,  apart  from  at  a  few 
outlying  properties,  and  ashpits  and  middens  were  dealt  with  monthly. 

Though  there  were,  at  the  year  end,  still  50  pail  closets  in  the  town 
area  all  were  at  houses  being  dealt  with  under  the  Housing  Acts. 

The  Council's  tip  at  Gravel  Hole  Lane,  Sowerby,  was  almost  filled  by 
the  year  end,  and  steps  were  taken  to  find  an  alternative. 

Two  disused  sandpits  in  the  Skipton  Bridge  area  were  earmarked  as  stand¬ 
bys  pending  the  finding  of  a  more  lasting  disposal  point,  but  the  loss  of 
the  Sowerby  tip,  ideally  situated  from  a  collection  point  of  view,  will 
adversely  affect  the  mileage  and  time  factors. 

Alternatives  to  tipping  as  a  means  of  disposal  were  considered  by  the 
Public  Health  Committee,  and  preliminary  approaches  made  to  neighbouring 
authorities  to  sound  interest  in  a  joint  scheme  of  incineration. 

A  Shelvoke  and  Drewry  Pakamatic  collection  vehicle  was  added  to  the 
fleet  during  the  year,  providing  an  additional  collection  capacity  in  the 
order  of  50  cubic  yards. 

A  new  garage,  including  servicing  bay,  was  built  at  the  York  Road 
premises  to  accommodate  the  vehicle,  and  improve  facilities  for  the  Council's 
mechanic. 

The  Council's  vehicles  at  the  year  end  used  mainly  for  refuse  collection 
were  as  follows,  an  average  of  16  drivers  and  loaders  being  employed  on  this 
work : - 


2  Shelvoke  and  Drewry  'fore-and-aft'  tippers. 

1  Dennis  side-loader  (10  cubic  yards). 

1  Shelvoke  and  Drewry  Pakamatic. 

1  -  1,000  gallon  'Yorkshire*  cesspool  emptier  (pails  and 

septic  tanks). 


/ 
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PUBLIC  CONVENIENCES 


As  a  result  of  government  pressure  the  turnstiles  in  the  women's 
side  of  the  conveniences  were  removed,  though  no  serious  inconvenience 
appears  to  have  been  caused  by  this  method  of  controlling  access. 

However,  the  reconstruction  of  the  building  carried  out  at  the 
same  time,  resulting  in  the  provision  of  an  'office'  for  the  caretaker, 
and  a  free  overnight  toilet  for  the  public,  has  undoubtedly  improved 
the  building  considerably. 

Though  coin  receipts  are  not  a  reliable  method  of  estimating  the 
number  of  persons  using  the  conveniences  they  provide  an  interesting 
comparison  with  previous  years 

1959  -  160,738 

1960  -  166,879 

1961  -  174,320 

1962  -  169,549 


MORTUARY 

The  register  shows  that  22  bodies  in  all  were  accommodated  during 
the  twelve  months. 


COMMON  LODGING  HOUSES 

There  are  no  registered  common  lodging  houses  in  the  area. 
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MOVEABLE  DWELLINGS 


Six  applications  for  site  licences  were  approved  during  the  year. 

These  licences  concerned  five  vans  for  residential  purposes  and  one 
for  holiday  use. 

It  is  hoped  that  the  use  of  vans  as  permanent  dwellings  by  families 
with  young  children  will  be  discontinued  once  the  house  shortage  is 
relieved. 

On  more  than  one  occasion  during  the  year  incidents  were  brought  before 
the  Council  concerning  electrical  faults  in  caravans.  The  apparent  lack 
of  regulations  enforceable  by  a  competent  electrical  authority  is  unfortunate, 
as  the  metal  shell  of  a  caravan  is  likely  to  become  lethal  as  a  result  of 
a  minor  fault  in  improvised  wiring. 
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1.  -  Inspections  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (including 
inspections  made  by  Public  Health  Inspectors). 


Premises 

Number 

on 

Register 

Number  of 

Inspec¬ 

tions 

Written 

notices 

Prosecu¬ 

tions 

i. 

Factories  in  which 
Sections  1,  2,  4 

and  6  are  to  be  enforced 
by  Local  Authorities 

28 

10 

ii. 

Factories  not  included 
in  (i)  in  which  Section 

7  is  enforced  by  the 

Local  Authority 

49 

12 

4 

iii. 

Other  premises  in  which 
Section  7  is  enforced 
by  the  Local  Authority 
(excluding  out -workers' 
premises) 

Total 

77 

22 

4 

- 

2.  -  Cases  in  which  defects  were  found. 

(If  defects  are  discovered  at  the  premises  on  two,  three  or  more 
separate  occasions  they  should  be  reckoned  as  two,  three  or  more 
"cases") . 


Particulars 

Number  of  cases  in  which 
defects  were  found 

Number  of 
cases  in 
which 

Found 

Remedied 

Refe 
to  H.M. 
Inspector 

rred 
by  H.M. 
Inspector 

prosecu¬ 
tions  were 
instituted 

Want  of  cleanliness.. 

— 

— 

— 

— 

- 

Overcrowding 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Unreasonable  temperature 

- 

- 

- 

- 

— 

Inadequate  ventilation 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Ineffective  drainage  of 
floors  . 

a 

mm 

— 

Sanitary  conveniences: 

(a)  Insufficient  . . 

2 

2 

— 

(b)  Unsuitable  or 
defective. 

— 

— 

(c)  Not  separate  for 
sexes 

_ 

— 

_ 

— 

Other  offences  against 
the  Act  (not  including 
offences  relating  to 
Outwork) . 

5 

2 

_ 

Total 

5 

4 

— 

- 

- 
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Schedule  of  Factories 


Industry  Number 

Agricultural  Machinery  .  6 

Armament  Repairs  . .  1 

Blacksmiths  .  3 

Bakeries..  ..  . . .  ..  ..  5 

Boot  and  Shoe  Repairs  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  2 

Burling  and  Mending . .  . .  . .  1 

Builders  and  Joiners  ..  . .  . .  ..  11 

Coal  Gas. . 1 

Egg  Grading . .  . .  .  1 

Electrical  Repairs. .  4 

Foundries.  .  1 

Grass  Drying  . .  . .  . .  . .  1 

Laundries .  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  2 

Motor  Vehicle  Repairs . 14 

Malting . 2 

Millers . .  . .  .  4 

Poultry  Packers  . .  . .  2 

Plumbers..  ..  .  3 

Printers..  ..  ..  . .  .  ..  ..  2 

Sawmills .  3 

Scrap  Dealers .  2 

Slaughterhouses  . .  4 

Tailoring . 1 

Tanneries .  1 

To  tal .  77 


/ 
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